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Editor’s Note

Trends & Developments in the Juvenile Court:

he Judicial Council of California and the Administrative

Office of the Courts are pleased to present Volume 5 of the
Journal of the Center for Families, Children & the Courts.

In this issue we focus on trends and developments in the juvenile court. From its inception in
1926, the Judicial Council signaled its interest in reviewing court procedures involving juveniles
in California and, by 1930, had visited juvenile courts in other states and made recommendations
for changes to the juvenile justice system to reduce the number of delinquent children in the state.
The Judicial Council, in partnership with California’s local trial courts and juvenile court judges,
continues to demonstrate its dedication and commitment to the best interest of this state’s children
and families through innovative programming and cutting-edge judicial policy.

The articles in the focus section offer a range of issues meant to encourage a dialogue on how
the courts can best serve the children and families who come into the juvenile court system.
Leading off, Diane Nunn and Christine Cleary offer a glimpse into California’s early treatment
of juveniles and the juvenile court of the past,
tracing the key legislation and case law that

Innovative programming and cutting-edge judicial policy to  helped shape the court we know today. Then

serve the best interest of California’s children and families.

Barbara Kaban and Judith C. Quinlan discuss
children’s insufficient understanding of legal
terminology, particularly as it pertains to plea proceedings. They give many suggestions and
sample colloquies to enhance children’s understanding of legal proceedings. Judge Leonard P.
Edwards looks at the shortcomings of the traditional adversarial process in resolving child pro-
tection and related family issues and introduces mediation as a viable alternative. He discusses
best practices for a successful mediation program. Next, Don Will, Alexa Hirst, and Alison
Neustrom introduce current efforts to define data standards for juvenile dependency court and
review available sources of information on children in the system. They identify key research
and performance issues that a juvenile dependency information system should address. Ana
Espana and Tracy Fried take a close look at the educational challenges facing foster children and
discuss systemic impediments to their educational achievement, pointing out the expanding
role of the juvenile court in addressing educational issues. Judge James R. Milliken (Ret.) and
Gina Rippel follow with a proposal that effective case management and immediate treat-
ment for substance-abusing parents can improve outcomes for children who enter the



dependency system because of their parents’ drug and alcohol problems. The San Diego
County Dependency Court Recovery Project is presented as a successful, cost-effective
model program. Then Davin Youngclarke, Kathleen Dyer Ramos, and Lorraine Granger-
Merkle present a systematic review of studies assessing the impact of Court Appointed Special
Advocates (CASAs) and suggest that CASA programs may positively influence particular
process variables. In the last article focused on trends and developments in the juvenile court,
Dr. David E. Arredondo argues that decision-makers must understand the principles of child
development in order to fashion developmentally appropriate sanctions for children and youth
who come into the juvenile justice system. He offers sanctioning strategies for special juvenile
offender populations, including girls, the mentally ill, and transgenerationally involved youth.

We have reserved the Issues Forum in this volume for a discussion on juveniles and the
death penalty. Though the U.S. Supreme Court recently issued its decision barring the death
penalty for offenders who were under the age of 18 when their crimes were committed,
debate on the issue has not abated. After providing a brief background on both the state and
Supreme Court cases, we have reprinted the entire oral argument before the U.S. Supreme
Court in the case of Roper v. Simmons, in the hope of further delineating the issues and
contributing to an ongoing healthy debate on this very important matter.

In our Perspectives section we include the remarks by Judge Leonard P. Edwards upon
receiving the 2004 William H. Rehnquist Award for Judicial Excellence in the Great Hall
of the U.S. Supreme Court. He shares his thoughts on the juvenile court and the children
and families it serves. And we are pleased to include in this volume a selection of poems and
artwork that were submitted to our 2003 Children’s Art and Poetry Contest by children and
youth with experiences in the California court system. The contest was part of the celebra-
tion of the 100th anniversary of the creation of California’s juvenile courts.

Finally, with this volume we bid a fond farewell to Corby Sturges, journal editor since Volume 2,
who continued to work with us on this volume after his move to another country. We are so grate-
ful to have had the opportunity to work with Corby—a brilliant editor, wonderful person, great
new dad, and master of the Bluebook. We wish him all the best in this new chapter of his life.

We hope that the journal is meeting its goals of publishing a full spectrum of viewpoints
and encouraging productive scholarly discussions on issues concerning children and fami-
lies in the court system. As always, we welcome your comments and suggestions on ways we
can improve this publication to better meet your needs.

—Chris Cleary
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